
English Department Curriculum Guide                                                   English Language Arts – Grade 6 

Instructional Philosophy: 
The sixth grade program has been designed to introduce students to the challenge of middle level 
education.  Students will learn to be more self-reliant, organized, and confident.  The program has been 
set up to help students deal with the anxiety and confusion that early adolescents often feel when 
making the transition from elementary to middle school.  The uncertainties regarding new teachers, 
new friends, a larger school, and new kinds of social and academic experiences make it essential to 
provide these youngsters with a nurturing, yet structured, environment that will prepare them for the 
seventh and eighth grades. 
 
Overview of Grade 6: 
The sixth grade schedule begins with a double period of ELA.   This ELA program encompasses spelling, 
vocabulary, grammar, writing, and literature.  The curriculum is aligned with the Common Core Learning 
Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy at the Intermediate Level and seeks to develop each 
student’s skills as required by the anchor standards in reading: key ideas and details; craft and structure; 
integration of knowledge and ideas; range of reading and level of text complexity; responding to 
literature, and the anchor standards for writing: text types and purposes; production and distribution of 
writing; research to build and present knowledge; range of writing  responding to literature; all to 
ensure college and career readiness.  All sixth grade students will experience quarterly benchmark 
assessments that have a common rubric as a measure of success.   
 

Knowledge and Skills Objectives: 

1. To develop thinking skills that support discussion of literature. 
2. To improve vocabulary in order to facilitate strong reading skills 
3. To advance students as readers by practice at the competencies of literacy 
4. To expose students to read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding, literary 

response and expression, critical analysis and evaluation as the anchor strands of the CCLS. 

Units of study: 

I.  Spelling/Vocabulary – selected words may be chosen from a spelling book and from 
curriculum areas including math, science, social studies, and literature; 

II. Grammar- students will study the parts of speech, parts of the sentence using a textbook 
with workbook series.  The rules of capitalization, how to use end marks, commas, 
apostrophes, and quotation marks will be emphasized; 

III. Writing – The Write Traits program serves as a model for all students’ compositions with a 
particular focus on ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and 
conventions; 

IV. Literature – students read young adult works as well as poetry, essays, and short stories 
selected from an anthology.  The study of literature includes plot, characterization, setting, 
theme, and conflict. 

Major Resources: 
McDougal Littel, Language Network Series. 2009. 
Sadlier Oxford, Vocabulary Workshop – Level A. 2012. 
Students read young adult works as well as poetry, essays, and anthology selected short stories. The 
study of literature includes plot, characterization, setting, theme, and conflict. 


